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BOYCOTT  AND STUDENTS
The principal of a college writes :
" The promoters of the boycott movement are dragging the stu-
dents into their movement. It is obvious that no one will attach the
slightest value to the part the students play in this political propaganda.
When the students leave their schools and colleges and join any demon-
stration, they mingle with the rowdies of the place and have to be
responsible for all the outrages of the badmashas and often receive
the first blows from the policeman's baton. They, besides, incur the
displeasure of the school and college authorities whose punishment they
have to submit to; they further disobey their guardians who might
refuse to finance them further, which spells their ruin. I can understand
youth movements which aim at doing such constructive work as
teaching the-ignorant peasants, spreading knowledge of sanitation etc.,
during holidays; but to see them turn against their own parents and
teachers and walk along streets in questionable company and help the
breaking of law and order is a sorry spectacle. May I request you to
advise the politicians not to draw the students from their legitimate
work to make their demonstration more effective ? In fact, they are
detracting from the value of their demonstration by so doing, as it is
likely to be easily put down as the work of inconsiderate boys led astray
by selfish and foolish agitators.
" I am not against their learning modern politics. It will be a good
thing if the teachers would collect and bring to their notice newspaper
utterances for and against any pending question of the day and teach
the students to draw their own conclusions. I have tried the scheme
with success. In fact no subject is taboo to the students, as Bertrand
Russell and others advocate students should be taught even sex ques-
tions. What am I dead against is the students being used as tools for
purposes which serve not themselves or those who so use them."
The correspondent has written in the hope of my condemn-
ing the participation by the student world in active political
work. But I am sorry to have to disappoint him. He should have
known that in 1920-21 I had not an inconsiderable share in
drawing students out of their schools and colleges and inducing
them to undertake political duty carrying with it the risk of im-
prisonment I think it is their clear duty to take a leadiiig part
in the political movement of their country. They are doing so
all the world over. In India where political consciousness has
still recently been unfortunately confined in a large measure
to the English educated class, their duty is, indeed, greater. In
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